
THE RAILROADING OF SHARON JASPER—A PUBLIC HOUSING ACTIVIST
Demands:

 Drop false charges against Sharon Jasper.

 Rescind Ms. Jasper’s housing voucher termination notice.

On June 3 a NOPD Swat Team of 4 officers, without a warrant in hand, arrested Sharon Jasper at her home 
on a false misdemeanor battery charge.  Ms. Jasper, a former resident of the St. Bernard Housing 
Development, is a 61-year-old great grandmother and freedom fighter who has no criminal record.  She is 
an active member of Survivors Village and May Day New Orleans.  Ms. Jasper’s alleged offense occurred 
a week earlier during a non-violent protest at the Columbia Parc rental office on the site of the demolished 
St. Bernard Housing Development.  Ms. Jasper and roughly 40 others were there to urge the management 
of this new development to follow through with their promise to provide housing to former St. Bernard 
residents whose homes and belongings were bulldozed to make room for new “mixed” income homes.  The 
1430 units of the St. Bernard Public Housing Development have been replaced with 465 “mixed” income 
apartments.  Only 153 of these have been set-aside for former St. Bernard residents.  Ms. Jasper was 
engaged in a peaceful and lawful demonstration demanding that Columbia Parc and HANO honor her right 
and her neighbors’ rights to return home.
     
The protest, which took place on May 28, was a peaceful demonstration.  No complaints were filed against 
any protester at the time.  NOPD and Housing Authority of New Orleans (HANO) police were present and 
did not see the need to intervene.  It was a week later when Ms. Jasper was arrested for alleged battery at 
the demonstration.  
      
As if it weren’t outrageous enough, on July 9 Ms. Jasper received a notification of the termination of her 
housing voucher from HANO based on accusations about her behavior at the May 28 demonstration despite 
the fact that the case is still in litigation.  HANO, using what is called the “one strike law,” threatens to cut 
her housing funding on August 31.  HANO hopes the funding termination notice will effectively silence 
Ms. Jasper as well as discourage criticism of the agency’s policies by other recipients of housing assistance. 

We need your help to ensure Ms. Jasper receives justice.  She committed no crime and deserves the 
right to affordable housing.  Call the CEO of Columbia Parc at the Bayou District, Noel Khalil, to urge that 
the Columbia Parc employee who filed the complaint against Ms. Jasper to drop the charge.  And call 
HANO Chairman David Gilmore, and tell him to restore Sharon Jasper’s full housing rights.

 PLEASE CONTACT COLUMBIA AND HANO NOW!

HANO Chairman, David Gilmore
504-587-0080   dgilmore@hano.org

Columbia Residential CEO Noel Khalil
404-874-5000          nkhalil@columbiares.com

Tell them you are outraged that a Katrina survivor whose home was bulldozed risks losing her 
housing again based on false charges!

 PLEASE ATTEND MS. JASPER’S UPCOMING TRIALS

MUNICIPAL TRIAL
Tuesday, September 14   3pm
New Orleans Municipal Court D
727 S. Broad St.


